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Of Princes and Popes

In England on July 22 at 4:24pm a Prince was
born. According to the news media covering the
event, millions in England and around the World
were rapturous with anticipation and joy. About
the same time Pope Francis was visiting Brazil,
apparently home to the Ilargest Catholic
population, and according to news reports, he
was also being greeted by rapturous crowds.

It is difficult to understand that so much
anticipation, adulation and rapture can be incited
by the birth of a prince, in people that are to this
day considered by the institution of royalty as
‘commoners’. Similarly in the crowds of ordinary
and underprivileged of Brazil (the inhabitants of its
favelas - slums) the Pope elicited similar
rapturous emotions. The commoners and the
ordinary people of the World have little to no
power or privilege and struggle through life. While
the two human beings, the Prince and the Pope,
both ascendant into a life of extraordinary of
wealth and power, are thus privileged by their
birth and position entirely by the voluntary
subjugation, submission and worship of those that
are generally have- nots, or have very little. In the
21% century, this voluntary and extreme self-
deprecation by the ‘common people’ feels
somehow wrong.

Now, at the outset we are not anti-royalty or anti-
religion and neither are we communists, believing
in ‘comrade’ type egalitarian equality of all. But as
people living in the 21% century and being aware
of the acute short comings of both the institutions,
royalty and religion, historically and in the present,
we are somewhat repelled by the fawning
adulation of  ordinary people  towards
representatives of these institutions, be they
princes, pashas or pontiffs.

Through the ages these institutions have done
minimal and questionable good for ordinary
people, but have enormously enriched and
aggrandized themselves by the constant and very
heavy yoke of corporal fear and economic
exploitation, which is historically well documented.
More than that, in this day and age, just the
thought of regular human beings, subjugated by
other human beings, through their self proclaimed
‘divine right’, or dictates of self serving political
and religious institutions, or because of pure
position and power, is downright repellent. Love of
humanity should supersede love of institutional
power, especially when those institutions know
people primarily as either ‘subjects’ or ‘sinners’.

Both the institutions of ‘Royalty’ and ‘Church’, are
relics of older, darker and more ignorant times,
where the vulnerability, ignorance,
disenfranchisement and the fear of ordinary
people was thoroughly exploited by them, for their
own singular glorification, disproportionate power
acquisition and preservation, and extraordinary
gain. Today both institutions are in more of a
defensive and preservation-at-all-cost mode, as
people have steadily gained knowledge and
become increasingly aware of the lie, that there is
any kind of superiority of one human being over
another, because of race, colour, nationality,
gender, sexual orientation, political or religious
belief, occupation, status, wealth, education,
poverty, illiteracy, ignorance or disability.

Now, we know all of us are not entirely there yet in
our understanding and acceptance of universal
equality. And we are not picking on this particular
Prince who seems to be a good healthy bouncing
baby boy, and as to all parents, congratulations
are perfectly in order to his parents. And we are
not picking on this particular Pope, who seems to
be a generally good person, uncharacteristically
humble and aware of Christ's admonishment
against the seeking and wielding of wealth and
power for personal aggrandizement. But we are
questioning the rapturous millions, the people,
who voluntarily heap fawning adulation on these
two symbols of power, having been historically
denigrated, subjugated and singularly exploited
them. And that is why it is so disturbing and

troublesome.
‘( JGETAnalysis

RESEARCH
getanalysis.ca



